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Not long ago, in 2017, | was impressed by the service at one of the public libraries in the U.S. My 18-year-old son, who was attending summer school at UC Davis, would go on
overnight bus trips every weekend, but on one of these trips, he inadvertently did something unimaginable for a young person today. He left his smartphone at a bus station, and
it was not handed in there. He walked around blindly asking people for help, using others’ mobile phone’s location data as a guide. And before he knew it, he had entered a slum
area with several tents for the homeless set up on the sidewalks. He was about to give up his search when one Mexican woman, who had gathered around him, handed him a
map and told him that he could go to a library and use the internet there. Upon arriving at the information centre of the library downtown, a librarian kindly helped him locate
his mobile phone again on their computer at the counter and operated it in such a way that the library’s phone number would appear on his mobile phone screen. Within 30
seconds, the person in possession of his phone called the library. What followed was truly amazing: the librarian took my son in his car to the caller’s location and stayed with
my son until he had retrieved his phone. In order to get it back, he had to pay the person. My son paid $40, which was all he had on him at the time. When he expressed his
gratitude to the librarian, he replied, “There are kind people in every city, regardless of country or region, and | want to do my part to make visitors feel good about our city.”
What a wonderful public service! Such experiences are not unique to him, of course. Public services are available for everyone’s use, regardless of nationality. | learnt then that
in the U.S., libraries are more than just a place to check out books. (The library, by the way, was the Los Angeles Central Public Library.)

In recent years, there has also been a change in the array of services offered by Japan’s public libraries, which are part of the social infrastructure that supports our communities.
Our libraries here in Japan are becoming places where citizens can connect with diverse public services as an indirect experience of simply wishing to read books, but also
providing a place of learning as well as a place of connecting with others through a variety of activities for the general public, such as meeting rooms, a cafe, student study
space, remote work spaces, handcraft lesson spaces, etc.

Taking a look at the overseas public libraries receiving IFLA’s Public Library of the Year award shows that architecture that is open to the natural environment and offers spatial
comfort; a wealth of materials for reading, research, and study; user-friendly services to meet the various demands of daily life; and cafes, restaurants, lecture halls, theatres,
and diverse event programs that expand on the range of services offered by libraries are common. In other words, to win such an award, libraries today must be more
progressive in the services they offer their public. Japanese public libraries are beginning to follow this trend. This exhibition looks at these current trends and at the role of
public libraries, which were born as symbols of democracy and as places of community creation. Such libraries are places which anyone can access and learn from books and
other materials free of charge, and this exhibition wishes to introduce the appeal of these expanding services through examples from Japan as well as abroad.

The future growth of cities and communities will be determined not only by attracting companies, as has been done in the past, but also by retaining the creative power and creative
capital of people with cutting-edge skills. To attract such creative people, local communities will need to have a concentration of technology, high-tech industries and talent, natural
environmental and cultural facilities, as well as a tolerance for diversity. And one such example of a cultural facility is the role of such abovementioned modern libraries provide.

It is my hope that this exhibition will provide a glimpse into the potential of libraries as the social infrastructure that supports a community, and are not just gateways to
encounters with books.
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Architect Azusa Kito's Vision for Postwar Libraries

There was an architect named Azusa Kito (1926-2008). Born in Kichijoji, Tokyo, on January 15, 1926, shortly after the Great Kanto Earthquake, what led him to pursue architecture?
The following quote is a recollection from his final years.

“The war between Japan and China started when | was in the fifth grade of elementary school, and the war between Japan and the U.S. started when | was in the fourth year of
middle school. | was in my first year of college when the war ended. Daily life had been destroyed, and | felt that normality was important. | wanted to create something that
would be a base for living, a “groundwork” for ordinary daily life. It was this feeling that led me to architecture.” *!

As an architecture student, Kito was fascinated by the wooden Kinokuniya bookstore built on scorched earth in Shinjuku in 1947, and in 1950 he joined the office of architect Kunio
Maekawa (1905-86). Historical coincidences put him in charge of the Kanagawa Prefectural Music Hall and Library (1954), which had an open-stack reading room - something
that did not exist before the war - and the National Diet Library (1961), whose establishment law preamble states that it is “hereby established with the mission, based on the
conviction that truth will set us free, to contribute to democratization of Japan and world peace, as pledged in the Constitution of Japan.” His wife, Masako Kito, who would later
become the director of the International Christian University Library, was a graduate of the first Keio University Library Department, established in 1951 under the democratization
policy of the Occupation Forces GHQ, and their home was a gathering place for young librarians who wanted libraries that would serve as a foundation for democracy.

Such personal connections led him to build the Tokyo Keizai University Library (1968) after he became independent in 1964, and this was followed by the Hino City Central
Library (1973), which he built with Tsuneo Maekawa (1930-2020), the first director of the library. The library was a clear expression of Maekawa’s philosophy, informed by his
study of British regional libraries that were integrated into people’s daily lives, that libraries are “places where independent individuals, of their own volition, choose the materials
they need for themselves,” and that they are “entire systems” that “provide materials and information” to citizens. Maekawa had already been engaged in making books more
accessible to citizens through the “Ido Toshokan Himawari-go” (Sunflower Bookmobile), a converted bus*2. Kito also thought, “The library is a place for everyone, a place for
books, and also a place for the lone individual,” and wanted to create such a space**. Thus, the Hino City Library, completed in 1973, was, like the title of the book Maekawa
co-authored and published that same year, a postwar “Library Discovery”** and became the best model for public libraries that followed. Moreover, it was the starting point of
Kito’s work on more than 20 public libraries throughout the country.

Half a century has passed since then. Have the libraries which they created, overcoming various difficulties after defeat in war, and which they tried to protect and nurture,
become places that are accessible to citizens? Is the “Statement on Intellectual Freedom in Libraries”** passed by the Japan Library Association in 1954 being upheld? | think
there is a shared sense of crisis about this, which is why the Hino Library appears as a symbolic presence in Hiro Arikawa’s “Library Wars,”*® a novel that was inspired by this
declaration and made into a movie. The series of libraries that embody the spirit of Kito, who once wrote, “For me, the meaning of the modern library is virtually synonymous
with the meaning of democracy itself”*’, continue to ask us to consider, through the vitality of their presence, what a library is and ought to be.
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The Ideal Library Shigeru Kashima

Author/French literature scholar
As | have written previously, there was nothing in my family home that could be called a book. For one thing, there were no bookshelves in the house. In such an environment,
there was no way | could develop a love of reading, and the only things | read as a child were boys' manga such as Shonen Gaho and my mother’s Shufu no Tomo women’s
magazines and my uncle’s Koku Joho aviation magazines.

What triggered my lifelong obsession with books was a trip to a bookstore in a neighboring shopping district for advice on a book report homework assignment during the
summer vacation of my third year of junior high school. The bookstore owner suggested that | subscribe to the Modern Literature Compendium, which had just been launched by
Chikuma Shobo, noting that since it contained everything from Natsume Soseki to Akutagawa Ryunosuke, it would be perfect for writing a book report. | took the subscription
form home and my parents gave their OK, perhaps because they mistakenly thought it would help me with my Japanese language studies.

Thus, | came to read the Modern Literature Compendium volume that was delivered every month as if | were reading a magazine. As a result, by the middle of my first year of
high school, | was already a young bibliophile. However, since my family could not afford an additional subscription to the Complete Works of World Literature, | decided to
borrow these books from the high school library. The school | was attending, Kanagawa Prefectural Shonan High School, had an excellent open-shelf library with several
world literature collections.

The only problem was that, unlike the Modern Literature Compendium, it was not possible to read the books in the order they were distributed. Therefore, | decided to read the
Complete Works of World Literature in order from the first volume. Then, when | finished reading one world literature collection, | would move on to the first volume of the
next collection. This is how | came to read nearly all the “complete works of literature” collections - excluding overlapping works - of Kawade Shobo, Shinchosha,
Chuokoron-sha, and Mikasa Shobo.

Incidentally, one thing | discovered as | became familiar with libraries is how relaxing it is to be surrounded entirely by books. As someone who grew up in an environment
without a single book, there was no environment that made me feel more relaxed than a library. | hoped that someday, when | could afford to buy books myself, | would have a
study surrounded by walls of books. This wish has since come true, but | still cannot experience anything like the excitement | felt when | first stepped into the treasure trove of
books in my high school library. This is because all the books in my study were purchased by me, leaving no room for chance encounters. This, to me, is the ideal library:
a place that offers the possibility of life-defining encounters.
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